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under our belt. We play
faster. We’ve just got confi-
dence.”

The pace was slower
than planned Wednesday
when heavy rain through-
out the practice curtailed it.

Players saw some good
in that after coming off the
field in soggy uniforms.

“You never know if you’re
going to have a game in this
type of weather, so why not
practice in it every now and
again?” Philadelphia tight
end Brent Celek said with a
laugh. “Hopefully, this is
the only one.”

Tom Brady is used to
playing in damp condi-
tions.

“It was kind of a New

England-type day. We had a
bunch of these last year
and, really, for the most
part the weather has been
great all camp,” the Patriots
quarterback said. “It’s good
to get work in like this.
Certainly, against a playoff-
caliber team, it’s always
good.”

Brady is expected to play
Friday night after sitting
out last Thursday night’s
23-6 loss at the Washington
Redskins. Coach Bill
Belichick rarely announces
who will play in preseason
games.

“I’ll be ready to play for
as long as he wants me to,”
said Brady, who turned 37
on Aug. 3. “That’s very
valuable playing experi-
ence for me, too. It doesn’t
matter how many years
you’ve been doing it,
you’ve got to get out there

and play under game situa-
tions and get your body

going at the level that it
needs to be at.”

(Continued from B1)
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By TOM CANAVAN
Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD —
Coming off his best season, New
York Giants safety Antrel Rolle has
reason to smile.

Not only have the Giants
restocked the secondary in the
offseason, they finally have
enough cornerbacks to allow
Rolle to stay at safety in passing
situations instead of switching to
the nickel back.

It was a position that he has dis-
liked since joining the Giants in
2010, but one he played every
week to help the team.

With the free agent signings of
Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie,
Walter Thurmond III and Zack
Bowman and the return of Prince
Amukamara, Jayron Hosley and
Trumaine McBride, defensive
coordinator Perry Fewell has the
depth and talent to keep Rolle in
his natural position.

For now, Thurmond is the nick-
el back.

“Yeah that’s great,” Rolle said
Wednesday as the Giants (2-0)
continued preparations for
Saturday’s preseason game in
Indianapolis against the Colts.

“Having Walter here is a huge
plus and a huge asset for our
defense. He’s a phenomenal play-
er. Not just nickel back, but a play-
er. You talk about special teams,

you talk about just being a corner
on the boundary and being a slot-
nickel. He can do it all.”

Rolle did it all last season for the
Giants. The 31-year-old led the
team with 98 tackles and six inter-
ceptions, both career highs. It
earned him his third Pro Bowl
appearance.

As a full-time safety, Fewell said
there is no telling how good Rolle
can be this season.

“That’s up to Antrel,” Fewell
said. “We’re giving him all the reps
back there, he uses the term, ‘I’m
getting my eyes back.' So he can
now see the field instead of seeing
down in the box and the perime-
ter. Now he sees the entire field. I
think that’s important for him to
develop that to become as good as

he can be as a safety.”
This is also going to be a season

where Rolle emerges as the undis-
puted leader of the defense.

For the past couple of years, he
and defensive end Justin Tuck
shared the role. Tuck signed with
Oakland as a free agent in the off-
season and now it’s fair to say
Rolle is in charge among the play-
ers.

Linebacker Jon Beason might
have shared that role, but he
injured a foot in the offseason and
has been on the physically unable
to perform list.

So Rolle is the spokesman for
the defense, which has allowed
one touchdown in two preseason
games.

“I’m very pleased with I’ve seen

thus far,” Rolle said. “Obviously,
there’s a lot of areas to clean up
and fine-tune. Cut down on a lot
of the penalties, especially in the
defensive backfield, and eliminat-
ing a lot of the big plays: big play
run and big play pass.

“Overall, I think we’ve been
doing a great job in keeping a
team out of the end zone, which is
always our number one priority as
a defense. So far, so good.”

The defense will be challenged
this weekend, facing the Colts and
Andrew Luck.

“I think Luck is an elite quarter-
back,” Rolle said. “He’s an out-
standing young and rising star in
the league. I think he possesses
great tools and great poise as a
quarterback.”

Antrel Rolle is smiling thinking outside of the box
■ The Giants’ safety is ready
for the new season with a
revamped secondary.

Associated Press photo by Elise Amendola

Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, right, and Eagles run-
ning back LeSean McCoy joke after a joint NFL training
camp practice in Foxborough, Mass. Wednesday.
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OXNARD, Calif. — Tony Romo will play his first game for
the Dallas Cowboys since undergoing back surgery for a
herniated disk last December.

Romo will start for the Cowboys in Saturday’s exhibition
game against Baltimore. Romo missed Dallas’ exhibition
opener against San Diego as the Cowboys are easing him
back into things after his second back surgery in the past
two years.

Romo said he gave no thought to skipping the presea-
son to make sure he stayed healthy, saying the only way to
get better at football is to play. It will be his first chance to
play in a game under new play caller Scott Linehan.

“I think you have to play in the preseason,” Romo said.
“Obviously, some people can’t, but I do know from my per-
spective, this game is not something where you can show
up and think that you can do it. I think it’s been proven far
too many times that if you take too long of a break or don’t
get reps under you that you will be exposed in certain
areas.”

Romo to play first
game since surgery

By TERESA M. WALKER
AP Pro Football Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The easi-
est decision in the NFL is forking
over the big bucks to sign Peyton
Manning, Tom Brady or Drew
Brees to long-term deals. Colin
Kaepernick and Andy Dalton
recently signed multi-million dol-
lar contracts from teams trying to
lock down their franchise quarter-
back.

Most clubs still are searching
for a quarterback worthy of such
money. This season, 19 teams will
pay their projected starting quar-
terbacks less than $3.5 million, or
one-fifth of the $17.5 million Jay
Cutler will make from the Bears in
base salary.

While teams without $15 mil-
lion quarterbacks have more
money to spend on defense, other
offensive weapons and depth,
most NFL general managers say
they would love to have the “prob-
lem” of paying a star quarterback.

“If you’ve got a good quarter-
back, you’ve got to pay him,”
Buffalo Bills general manager
Doug Whaley says. “Now if you
don’t have a good quarterback,
then you’re going to try to keep
trying to find that quarterback.
And teams like the Indianapolis
Colts, the Seattle Seahawks and
hopefully us, we’ve got cheap,
cheap versions of it only because
of the salary cap structure and the
CBA.”

Cheap doesn’t mean inferior.
Andrew Luck has taken the Colts
to the playoffs in each of his two
seasons, and Russell Wilson has
already won a championship with
the Seahawks in just two years.
With both on rookie contracts,
their teams can afford to sur-
round them with better players.

The early success of Luck,
Wilson, Kaepernick and others
has persuaded many teams to use
the draft to find a quarterback
who can start quickly. And some
teams are more willing than ever
to cut an established, but not elite
starter, and go fishing for another

third-round steal like Wilson.
The Titans are hoping Jake

Locker, drafted in 2011, still can
be their guy. But they declined to
pick up his 2015 option because
Locker has missed 14 of 32 games
since being named the starter,
and they drafted Zach
Mettenberger in the sixth round
for some protection. Titans gener-
al manager Ruston Webster said
finding a franchise quarterback
solidifies a team in a way no other
position can, making it an easy
decision to pay up, if you have
found the right guy.

“Yeah, we all would like to be

able to do that,” Webster said.
“While you’re searching or devel-
oping a quarterback, though, I
think the thing teams are doing —
and rightfully so — is build every-
thing else around it and make it as
good as you can be. Then let the
quarterback take it from there.”

The Seahawks can’t extend
Wilson until 2015, so he will make
a salary of $662,434 in his third
season. That’s about 4 percent of
what Chicago is paying Cutler.

“It’s a big deal for us,” general
manager John Schneider said.
“We’ve been able to acquire other
players, and they were definitely
players we were able to acquire
that helped us get over the top
this year.”

But Schneider and vice presi-
dent of football administration
Matt Thomas know it won’t last.
They project their salary cap up
to three years, and they are
preparing for a big hit once they
have to pay Wilson an eight-digit
salary.

San Francisco and Cincinnati
have signed their young quarter-
backs to lucrative extensions, but
the Bengals front-loaded Dalton’s
contract enough to protect them-
selves if the quarterback who’s 30-
18 overall isn’t the answer long-
term considering his 0-3 postsea-
son record.

Teams still saving money with
young quarterbacks include the
Jets with Geno Smith going into his

second year, though Michael Vick is
an expensive insurance policy.
Rookie Johnny Manziel is pushing
Brian Hoyer in Cleveland. E.J.
Manuel is going into his second
season in Buffalo where the Bills’
quarterback search has been ongo-
ing since Jim Kelly retired after the
1996 season.

Houston traded Matt Schaub to
Oakland and signed journeyman
Ryan Fitzpatrick in March after
Tennessee cut him. Tampa Bay
brought in Josh McCown to start
ahead of second-year Mike
Glennon.

Jacksonville and Minnesota
believed they had drafted franchise
quarterbacks in 2011 with Blaine
Gabbert and Christian Ponder only
to go back to the draft this year to
pick Blake Bortles and Teddy
Bridgewater. The Vikings are going
with veteran Matt Cassel now, but
the money saved on quarterbacks
has allowed them to spend big in
free agency at cornerback, defen-
sive line and at wide receiver while
keeping some of their own players
with new deals.

For those trying to earn that big
deal, Nick Foles of the Eagles has a
suggestion. He’s due $615,000 this
season and said worrying about
numbers puts quarterbacks at
risk of making mistakes when the
key is trying to win.

“There’s no dollar sign on me
when I’m throwing a ball,” Foles
said.

The search for a franchise QB allows teams to save cash
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The success of many young and inexpensive quarterbacks in the
NFL, including Russell Wilson, pictured, has persuaded many
teams to use the draft to find a quarterback who can start quickly.
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GREEN BAY, Wis. —
Julius Peppers isn’t wor-
ried, and he doesn’t think
Green Bay Packers fans
should be concerned
either.

Peppers, the Packers’
prized offseason acquisi-
tion, understands why
some fans might have
some reservations about
him. 

He’s 34 years old. He’s
entering his 13th NFL sea-
son. 

He’s a rarity for the draft-
and-develop Packers — a
big-name free-agent
signee.

And although he
appears to still be in tip-
top physical condition,
even Peppers acknowl-
edges that it’s reasonable
to wonder just how much
he has left.

“You know, I guess it’s
something that you
expect,” Peppers said.
“There’s not a lot of 34-
year-old defensive ends

playing in the league, so I
guess it’s a fair question.”

Peppers’ performance in
the team’s preseason
opener at Tennessee last
week didn’t do much to
answer that question.

He played 10 snaps and
admitted he was a non-
factor. 

He was also out of posi-
tion on Shonn Greene’s
first-quarter touchdown
run, as Greene went right
through the area Peppers
vacated when he rushed
up the field.

“I didn’t get much done,”
Peppers said. “But it’s a
start. It’s a start. We’ll play a
little bit more this week
and see if we can get a little
better this week.”

But Peppers cautioned,
he shouldn’t be judged on
what he’ll do this season
based on one rain-soaked
game that doesn’t count.

“We’ll see about that,” he
said. “I’m not really going
to get into too much dis-
cussing what I can and
can’t do. I’m going to let
the film speak for it.”

As with other aging pass
rushers who switched
teams — DeMarcus Ware,
who went from Dallas to

Denver, and Jared Allen,
who went from Minnesota
to Chicago, it’s reasonable
to wonder just how pro-
ductive Peppers will be
with his new team.

He had 7½ sacks last
season for the Bears while
playing 855 snaps, and the
Packers believe less will be
more for him: Fewer snaps,
more production.

The feeling in the locker
room since Peppers’ sign-
ing in March — from
Aaron Rodgers to Clay
Matthews and down the
line — has been one of
excitement.

While transitioning to
playing outside linebacker
in a 3-4 scheme for the first
time in his career has been
a challenge, the coaches
still believe that rushing
the passer doesn’t change
despite the defensive
alignment.

“Julius is doing good.
We’ve asked a lot of him.
We haven’t just lined him
up in one spot,” Packers
coach Mike McCarthy said.
“He’s picked it up quickly,
he’s getting more and more
comfortable, particularly
whom he’s playing next to
and things like that. I think

he’s having a solid camp.”
Said Peppers: “I’ve had

to make a few adjustments
with stance and things like
that, getting off from a
two-point stance. But
other than that, it’s really a
lot like playing defensive
end. So the transition has
been pretty smooth.”

Peppers figures to play
more extensively this
Saturday at St. Louis, but
he still may not produce
any eye-popping plays, he
said.

“(Preseason) is just
about getting adjusted to
the speed, really.
Technique and things, over
the years you develop and
you get pretty sound at
those things,” Peppers
said. “It’s just about doing
them at game speed.”

And if he is up to speed
in time for the Packers’
Sept. 4 regular-season
opener against the Super
Bowl champion Seattle
Seahawks, Peppers said,
that’s all that matters

“Preseason is what it is.
We’re going to get through
that,” Peppers said.
“Eventually we’re going to
have real games for every-
body to talk about.”

Packers’ Peppers not worried after slow start

By DENNIS WASZAK Jr.
Associated Press

CORTLAND, N.Y. — Rex
Ryan and the New York Jets
got soaked for a good cause.

The team accepted the
New England Patriots’ Ice
Bucket Challenge to their
AFC East rivals and ended its
last public practice at SUNY
Cortland on Wednesday by
getting doused — with help
from the Cortlandville Fire
Department.

“Any time you get issued a
challenge by New England,
we’re going to accept that
challenge,” Ryan said.

The challenge, a social
media phenomenon, is part
of a program launched by
the ALS Association to raise
money for fighting ALS, also
known as Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease. Participants challenge
others on video to do it or
donate money to ALS before
dumping ice cold water over
their heads.

A Jets spokesperson said
the team would be donating
an undisclosed amount to
an ALS charity.

The Jets, who were also
challenged by comedian

Jimmy Fallon, dumped a few
buckets on the rookies and
then Ryan and general man-
ager John Idzik before the
Cortlandville Fire
Department sprayed the
entire team with a crane-
mounted fire hose — send-
ing the drenched players,
including Geno Smith and
Michael Vick, scurrying as
fans cheered.

Ryan nominated his wife,
his dogs, New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie — “He’s a big
dude, but not as big as he
used to be” — the Jets cheer-
leaders and the Cleveland
Browns.

“Let the Browns take a
page out our playbook, if
you will,” a smiling Ryan
said. “Play like a Brown, so to
speak.”

Ryan later acknowledged
that he was taking a playful
dig at Browns coach Mike
Pettine, a long-time friend
and former assistant who
said in a recent interview
that the Jets coach used to
give out playbooks “like
candy” and Patriots coach
Bill Belichick might have
gotten his hands on one.

Jets all wet after taking
Pats’ ice bucket challenge■ “I didn’t get much done,

but it’s a start. It’s a start,”
Peppers said of his first
preseason game.


